Remembrance 2025 Homily
We meet  on this annual Remembrance Sunday to remember all those killed in war in every age, and to pray for peace
We  so long for peace in our violent and difficult times and we pray often for peace, most of us every day,  because when we think of the cost of war, in the deaths and loss of so many it is difficult  and painful, even more so in this 80th Anniversary  year of the end of the War in Europe, and Asia, which is still an  integral part of the history of many of our families. So I found it helpful on Friday to hear again, in commemoration of that anniversary, Verdi’s requiem, a heavy and dense piece of indescribable sorrow made up  of music and  the Latin prayers for the time of death, which somehow made it slightly easier.
It is almost  impossible to comprehend  the vast numbers of people killed in wars, even  just in my lifetime I struggle with the numbers, as war and conflict continue across the world. The 20th century was the most hideous, the worst in history; more people died then in war then than in all the previous recorded centuries. 
So it is really urgent that we try wherever we are, to work for peace, justice and reconciliation, remembering  all the stories that we each know of those who died, seeking to build on the visons that we have been given of the kingdom of God and trying to ensure the removal from our human hearts of all bitterness and hate, so that that war is less likely. 
We owe all those who died, often so bravely, willingly risking everything, in such numbers, whose lives were cut short in dreadful slaughter, we owe them the very best that we can offer in terms of peacemaking.
Our first reading from Revelation is that glorious vision of a new heaven and a new earth, wonderful to hear and hard to understand, but full of hope in God’s future, the first things have passed away,  and I always hope that it includes the passing away of all hate and bitterness, so that the one seated on the  throne really is making all things new. 
And we follow it up with Jesus‘s costly and sacrificial promise of life in John’s Gospel.   He is the victim who transforms his cruel death into new life,  who exposes our human  violence, accepting the hideous death on the Cross without demanding revenge, instead he exposes himself  to it in all his human fragility and vulnerability for the salvation of our warlike world.
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever, BUT the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
The theme for this years festival of Remembrance is “Service not self” which applies to all of us, it is after all the hallmark of our call to the Christian life, that we live as those who love and serve everyone, as Jesus himself did. The question we should always be asking is ‘how can I serve?’ not how can you serve me?
The armed forces are often referred to as ‘the Services’ in this particular context, as those who serve their country in war and also in peace, by defending it from attack. They follow in the footsteps of Jesus whether they know it or not, for this is the main and possibly  the only moral justification for warfare,  that is defence or self-defence. However, it’s not always the main reason nations go to war  for there are many.
These are things like the conquest or the demonisation of others and the takeover of their lands,  there is civil war and empire building, or revenge for insults or previous attacks real or imagined, or competition for resources in times of scarcity. It makes me think of wars we know of now going on around the world and try to work out why they might be happening and how they might be ended.
Few human beings are naturally forgiving or generous, and one measure of civilisation has long been the rule of law, which includes protection from the violence of others. With increasingly dangerous and destructive weapons available, peacemaking on every level from ,local to global becomes increasingly urgent. 
Remembrance Sunday invites us every year, never to take the  current absence of war in our own land for granted, and to consider seriously again the words of the sermon on the mount, that whole passage from beginning to end in Matthew chapters 5-7 as a blueprint for building a just and peaceful community. It will take each of us our whole lifetime and more to contribute to such a community, to obey the call to ‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.’   And  to remember that Jesus said Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God. Amen



Revelation 21:1-7
[bookmark: _Hlk213325020]21Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home* of God is among mortals.
He will dwell* with them;
they will be his peoples,*
and God himself will be with them;*
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.
At the end the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


John 6:51-58
[bookmark: _Hlk213325127]51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 53So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’
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