Homily Lent 2 V2
Happy St David’s day especially to anyone with Welsh heritage. He is good saint to think of in Lent a Bishop, who lived a simple life and encouraged others to do the same and to find God in the small things of life not just the large or the grand.
The scriptures we are given to study in Lent like David are given to sustain and inform us on that journey, and to nourish us as we travel, through Lent on what can be a difficult journey of learning, repentance and reflection. 
Just before Lent began we had the glorious vision of the Transfiguration to inspire us for the journey, showing us the glory of God in Christ, and God’s affirmation of Jesus as his Son. 
Last week we shared Jesus’ baptism by John and again God spoke almost the same words as at the Transfiguration  “This is my Son …..affirmation again both, for Jesus and for any who might have seen the dove and heard the voice. 
We then learned of Jesus’s temptations in the wilderness, for which God’s spirit had both just strengthened him and then sent him to the wilderness to confront them. Luke in his account of the temptations of Jesus finishes with the words ‘When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.’ A warning for all of us that both, temptation and testing continue to be a part of every journey, and that we too will need the Holy Spirit to strengthen us when we travel in our wilderness times.
The Christian mystic, Julian of Norwich wrote that God never said, we would not be tempted, but that we would not be overcome.
Our readings today speak of calling, of listening and of faith and trust, of hope and promise, and of risk and grace, and they give us further information and so deeper understanding from Jesus himself of who he is.

In Genesis, God called Abram to move to a new land and promised him great success . Abram heard God’s call, he listened and he had faith so he believed and trusted in what he heard and moved in faith and hope as God told him to. God promised “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” 
So learning from Abram Lent is good time to reflect again on our own calling, and to revisit our trust and faith in God’s promises of new life in Jesus Christ. Did we listen and respond as Abram did? And how is our journey going?
In Romans we learn that Abraham’s trust and faith in God’s promises, lasted all through the many disappointments of his long life. He gives us an example to follow of faithfulness against the odds. His faith was so enduring that it was counted as righteousness, and the ultimate reward of his faith was the grace of God’s fulfilment. 
He had not worked to earn God’s gift, instead he had believed in God’s promises. He had taken the risk of faith - and of trust in God’s grace and generosity, rather than seeking the apparent certainly of a legal entitlement earned through work, through his own efforts. 

As we follow the way of the Cross with Jesus we are invited to risk again, repenting of sins and failure, trusting God’s promises ourselves and to develop a greater awareness of the graciousness of God’s of mercy and compassion. We learn, especially in Lent, that we cannot earn forgiveness or new life by our own efforts, only by our repentance and God’s free gifts of grace and mercy.

When we come to our reading from John’s Gospel - John introduces the Pharisee Nicodemus and his story The beginning of John’s gospel is about explaining and showing something of who Jesus is, so when Nicodemus visits him in chapter 3 it’s another opportunity for Jesus himself to begin to explain to Nicodemus, and to, who he is.

He came at night, traditionally a quieter time than the day, perhaps a more discreet un observed time, a more leisurely time free from work pressures, a good time maybe to take a fresh risk or a new challenge. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, he was learned, he took religion and faith seriously, he was a teacher and a leader of the Jews. 
Coming to meet Jesus was a big risk for him politically and socially, even his life could possibly be at risk especially if he was seen as a rebel and a traitor both by his fellow Pharisees who certainly saw Jesus as a threat, and by the Roman invaders who might also see him as a challenge – especially after his rage in the temple and his increasing popularity.
He came to Jesus and got straight down to it, he had already seen and heard enough about Jesus, his teaching and his mission, to respect and recognise him as one sent from God.
And Jesus was just as straight talking back to him, it is the work of God’s Spirit that enables his own ministry and mission and he tells Nicodemus basically that he needed to be born again ‘of water and Spirit’ with the wonderful image of the uncontainable and uncontrollable spirit of God blowing like the wind, just where it chooses. Nicodemus responds, I think, slightly overwhelmed and confused “How can these things be” and Jesus replies at length, in a complicated reply to which Nicodemus says nothing more. Jesus queries his lack of understanding , for as a teacher he might be expected perhaps to know more than appears here.
In the course of his response Jesus names himself as the Son of Man, to be lifted up, ultimately on the Cross, so that ‘whoever believes in him may have eternal life’ . Jesus also describes himself as the Son of God sent into the world to save and ultimately to judge the world. John sums up his reply in v16 and v17 :
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him”
No wonder Nicodemus did not reply, though he did it seems go and reflect on this encounter with Jesus as is evident in his later engagement with him. And I think we will all reflect, it is a glorious, huge and disturbing vision. 
It’s a vision that we return to often for comfort, reassurance and challenge because we will never get to the end of understanding who Jesus is, Son of man and Son of God, and what Jesus has done for us, giving up his life for his friends. Like Mary his mother, earlier in his extraordinary life, we will reflect on that vision and those words in faith and thanksgiving throughout our whole faith journey. Amen

2

