NEWS LETTER 29th February 2024
of St, Mary Bromley

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.

I Cor 1:18

A clear direction from Paul that the action of God in Christ, who willingly accepts death on the cross,
turns upside down our traditional accepted worldly wisdom, and those of us who are being saved find
our strength in God’s power,in God’s perspective, in a right relationship with God, and not in our own
power and strength.

Sunday Club
stemsesa  All children and parents are welcome to join us for the Sunday Club session on Sunday 3rd
= ~.-_ March. We start in church at 10.30 a.m.

. Do you want to be confirmed?
There is still time to attend classes and be ready for the Deanery Confirmation with Bishop
% Jonathon Pentecost Sunday 19th May at St Mary’s Hayes at 10.30am. Please sign up or let Alison
know.

Electoral Roll

We would like to invite you to consider your support for St Mary’s by joining the Electoral Roll.

An Electoral Roll is just that — it gives you the right to vote in the Annual Meetings and is open to anyone
who is over the age of 16 who lives in the Parish or has been worshipping at St Mary’s for more than 6
months. It is also our official membership list and gives an indication of the size of our congregation. It is
good to recognise your presence with us.

You can do so by completing the Electoral Roll Form at the back of church and returning it to admin@stmarys-
bromley.org.uk. Alternatively, return it to the Parish Office marked for the attention of Atlanta Topham

Gard@n Open for Charity

M8 available. 47 Brabourne Rise, Beckenham BR3 6SD. Entrance by donatlon all proceeds to St
Christopher's Hospice

World Day of Prayer Friday 1st March, 10.30am
1° Everyone is welcome at the World Day of Prayer service here at St Mary’s on Friday 1st March at
.Jt_. 10.30 a.m. This year the service has been prepared by the Christian women of Palestine on the

theme 'l beg you, bear one another in love’. As this was decided several years ago it is purely by
coincidence that we are able to pray with them in their hour of need.

P@Sy Making — Saturday 9t March, 9.30am
N \We are meeting on Saturday 9th March at 9.30am in the Front Room of Church House to make
the posies for the Mothering Sunday Service on the 10".  You are invited to join us
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Concert in aid of Careplus — Saturday 9th March, 7.30pm
BOeS Choir (Bromley Oecumenical Singers) is holding a concert at St. Mary’s on Saturday 9™ March,
7.30pm, they will sing "Crucifixion" by Stainer, and some other pieces. The proceeds will go to Careplus,
the local Charity which recruits volunteers to help older people stay in their own homes longer. Tickets are
£10 and will be available soon. Please put this date in your diary - St. Mary’s supports Careplus in its work,
and this will be a very enjoyable evening.

Easter Flowers and Church Cleaning — Saturday 30th March.
The flower arranging team have booked Easter Saturday to decorate the Church, between 10-
12 in the morning. But we can all help by turning up to clean the Church, ready for Easter
Sunday and some of us might like to decorate a window sill ourselves or help by making tea and
coffee. Speak to Anne Yolland and discuss the options with her.
Ride and Stride
St Mary's have received a lovely letter of thanks from the Treasurer of Ride & Stride (Friends

IRIDI"“TRI'[ of Kent Churches). Susan Hooper thanks us for participating last September and all the

1 support that entailed. We received back £250 from a £500 total. The other half helps other
Kent Churches for repairs and restoration. We have already received a grant under this scheme. Although
9th September last year was the hottest day of the year she is delighted to report that total funds raised
were a considerable £15,000 increase on the previous year.

The letter is at the back of church to read and Susan reminds us that this year's Ride and Stride will be on
Saturday 14th September so please make a note.

JusB Youth Charity Closure
B Itis with heavy hearts that the Trustees of JusB announce the closure after 20+ years of dedicated
> service to children and young people in our community, effective March 1, 2024.

The trustees extend their gratitude to everyone who has contributed to the success of JusB, including
dedicated staff, volunteers, donors and partners. A copy of the full closure statement can be found on the
JusB website or on the table at the back of church. Please hold the staff team, trustees, volunteers and
young people in your prayers during this time of transition.

Meaningful Easter Eggs

The Egg that shares the Easter story will be available to order again this year. Fairtrade
chocolate is available in milk £4.90 or dark chocolate £5.50. These eggs are not available to buy
in supermarkets. Please use the sign-up sheet at the back of church. Easter is early this year, so

Gm@@ Café — Change of Venue

Gm
I C Please note that Grace Café will move to the Buchan Hall in Church House until the weather

ife warms up. Please enter via the side doors. More volunteers are very welcome.
Refreshments Rota

G Many thanks to all who willingly and regularly serve refreshments on a Sunday morning after
@ the service. If you would like to volunteer to help, please have a word with Anne Yolland.




Lent Group — Thursday 15th — 21st March, 10.00am — 11.30am. ,
During Lent we will have a Lent Group Studying Holy Communion on Thursdays in the Buchan
at 10am each week. Please leave your email address on the sign-up sheet at the back of Church so
you can be sent the programme.

Churches Together in Central Bromley Lent Course — 20th February — 26th March
Looking ahead slightly, | am happy to confirm that the CTCB Lent Course for 2024 will run on
Tuesdays at 8pm from 20th February to 26th March inclusive at St Peter & St Paul's Church. The
course will consist of six sessions and will be based on Paul's letter to the Romans. Usually run by
Rev’'d Andrew McClellan from St John the Evangelist more information coming soon in Church.

Save the date — Sunday 24th March, 7.30pm
Lent lecture at St John's Church, Park Road BR1 3HY, details to follow.

Live Streaming
“Worship at St Mary’s is live streamed and can be watched via Facebook. This is much
appreciated by those who cannot be at the services and we would like to continue to offer this
to our fellow members of our congregation. If you would like to help us with this, please
L contact Trine, Sally, Alison or Paddy.”

Prayer

A Prayer for the week Requests for Prayer

Eternal God,

give us insight

to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,

and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Weekly
Lynda, Andrew, Jack and
Paul Zissell
Sylvia Passmore
Lynda Zissell’s mother
Martin, Julian and Sarah
Peter Henwood'’s Children
Merle Jones

Monthly Week 1

Roger and Grace Charsley
Sarah Evans’ parents
Daisy Batt

Friend of Alison Tyler
David Collins

Eileen White’s brother
John Cox

Carole Beale

Pray Daily for a New Vicar
Loving God,
we ask you to be present with the St Mary’s family
as we wait and pray for a new vicar.
You know those things that we need to encourage us in our faith; and you know too the person we need to
teach us and lead us, before we can even form the thought to ask you.
Whilst we wait keep us patient, wise and united,
working together for the good of our community.
Build us up into a flourishing and inclusive part of Christ’s body of love and service, make us ready to
welcome
and to work with the one you send.
We offer our prayer in the name of Jesus our friend and brother. Amen.

We thought possibly we could undertake to pray in our own homes or offices, either early in the morning or
sometime between 5-6 so we did not have to struggle to meet together but would instead be together in
heart and mind.
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Worship, Prayer and Fellowship

Our service on Sundays are Live Streamed. See https://www.facebook.com/stmarysbromley/

At our 10.30am Family Service on 3™ March 2024 — 3rd Sunday of Lent
Readings Exodus 20:1-17, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22

Hymns 349 New every morningis the lovev 1,2,3, &5
277  Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
83 Christ’s is the world in which we move

560  Will you come and follow me

The Order of Service: https://www.stmarys-bromley.org.uk/lockdown/st-marys-worship

Please can contributions for the Newsletter now be given to Atlanta Topham by noon on Wednesdays
Atlanta’s email is admin@stmarys-bromley.org.uk
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